
Potential Parcel 
Tax Ballot Measure 

November 19, 2025



Process Recap: How We Got Here

March 12 Board Meeting: Provided informational 
presentation re: parcel tax specifics, square footage rate 
scenarios, available election dates and recommended next 
steps

April 2 Board Meeting: Received direction to assess 
feasibility of a square footage parcel tax ballot measure

Late May - Early June: Godbe Research conducted poll of 
likely 2026 voters in the District about a potential parcel tax

August 19 Board Meeting: Presented poll results and received 
direction to proceed to the awareness building phase to 
educate and inform the community about the district’s 
funding needs and a potential ballot measure



Parcel Tax Planning Timeline

  Voter Survey
  Election Timing
  Tax Structure
  Tax Rate
  Political     
Landscape

Consensus Building
Non-advocacy 
Communications
Internal/external 
Stakeholder Outreach
Community feedback

Ballot Question
Tax Rate
Duration
Rate Cap
Resolution

Fundraising
Mail & Digital Ads
Endorsements
Lawn Signs
Texting
Get Out the Vote

We’re here

March 6, 2026 is the deadline to qualify for the June 
ballot.



Summary of Poll Results

Ballot Question Tested: To maintain excellent education for Redwood 
City Elementary School District students by preserving science, 
technology, and math instruction; attracting and retaining highly 
qualified teachers and counselors; supporting reading and writing 
programs; protecting quality arts and music programs; and 
maintaining manageable class sizes; shall Redwood City Elementary 
School District’s measure be adopted, levying 17.5¢ per building square 
foot, $25/unimproved parcel, providing $14,300,000 annually, until 
ended by voters, with independent citizens’ oversight, senior citizen 
exemptions, no funds for administrators, with all funds staying local?

Late May-Early June Polling Yes Undecided No

Initial Vote 63.5% 11% 25.5%

Interim Vote (after positives) 73.2% 4.3% 22.5%

Informed Vote (after negatives) 66.4% 7.1% 26.5%



Summary of Poll Results

Highest performing funding priorities:

Attract and retain qualified teachers and counselors (78.2%)

Maintain hands-on science classes (76.9%)

Preserve science, technology, engineering and math 
instruction (76.7%)

Provide math and science enrichment (76.6%)

Support quality reading and writing programs (76.3%)

Maintain manageable class sizes (74.4%)



Overview of Materials & Ongoing Outreach

Informational Materials

Fact Sheet, FAQ, and 
Powerpoint

Webpage on district website: 
www.rcsdk8.net/our-
district/local-funding

Mail communications - 
Survey tear off mailer, 
bilingual

Social media content posted 
along with mailer

Stakeholder 
outreach/engagement to 
parents, teachers/staff, business 
owners, civic groups

http://www.rcsdk8.net/our-district/local-funding
http://www.rcsdk8.net/our-district/local-funding
http://www.rcsdk8.net/our-district/local-funding
http://www.rcsdk8.net/our-district/local-funding
http://www.rcsdk8.net/our-district/local-funding


Overview of Materials & Ongoing Outreach



Next Steps: Additional Planned 
Communications & Timeline

Nov 2025
1st Mailer - Survey tear off [DONE]

Receive direction from Board about parcel tax measure structure 
and tracking poll 

Dec 2025
2nd Mailer - Survey mailer results
Draft tracking poll with District team, SCI, legal counsel, and 
TeamCivX

Jan 2026
Tracking poll conducted

3rd Mailer - Invitation to Feb Board meeting

Feb 2026
Feb 4: Present tracking poll results to Board and 1st reading of 
resolution

Feb 11: Board votes to place measure on June 2026 ballot

4th Mailer - Notice to voters of election



Revenue Scenarios from SCI, caps

Land-Use Category District Parcels Building Sqft % Burden

$0.175 cents 
per BSQFT
(No Cap)

$0.175 cents 
per BSQFT
($5k Cap)

$0.175 cents 
per BSQFT
($2.5k Cap)

$0.175 cents 
per BSQFT
($1k Cap)

Single-Family 19,656 35,566,357 43.2% $6,224,112 $6,224,112 $6,223,724 $6,183,407

Multi-Family Unit 2,289 7,193,865 8.7% $1,258,926 $1,205,647 $1,185,673 $1,161,805

Apartments 576 11,293,723 13.7% $1,976,402 $1,023,334 $821,708 $505,111

Total Improved Residential 22,521 54,053,945 65.7% $9,459,440 $8,453,121 $8,231,105 $7,850,076

Commercial 1,419 27,995,578 34.0% $4,899,226 $2,930,774 $2,142,014 $1,189,884

Total Improved Non-Residential 1,419 27,995,578 34.0% $4,899,226 $2,930,774 $2,142,014 $1,189,884

Total Non-Tax 875 0 0.0% $0 $0 $0 $0

Total Undeveloped 664 0 0.2% $33,200 $33,200 $33,200 $33,200

Total District 25,479 82,049,523 100% $14,391,867 $11,417,905 $10,406,319 $9,073,160



Board Direction Needed

Tracking poll

Measure structure

Tax rate - 17.5 cents per square foot

Sunset

Cap
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