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TC/‘\/ Process Recap: How We Got Here

March 12 Board Meeting: Provided informational presentation re:
parcel tax specifics, square footage rate scenarios, available
election dates and recommended next steps

April 2 Board Meeting: Received direction to assess feasibility of a
square footage parcel tax

Engaged Godbe Research to conduct voter opinion research to
answer key strategic questions:

Tax rate sensitivities
Funding priorities
Potential controversies
Optimal election timing
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Overview and Research Objectives

The Redwood City Elementary School District commissioned Godbe Research to
conduct a survey of local voters with the following research objectives:

» Gauge the public’s perceptions of whether the District is providing a quality
education to students, effectively managing taxpayer funds, and needs
additional funding;

» Assess voter support for a parcel tax measure to maintain quality elementary
and middle school education with funding that cannot be taken by the State;

» Prioritize projects and programs to be funded with the proceeds;

» Test the influence of informational and critical statements on potential voter
support;

» ldentify the rate at which voters will support the measure;
» Assess opinion on the future direction of the economy; and
» ldentify demographic and/or voter behavioral characteristics to ensure the

sample is representative of the community.
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Methodology Overview

» Data Collection Landline (13), cell (219), text to online (262), and
email to online (11) interviewing

» Universe 34,816 Likely November 2026 voters in the
Redwood City Elementary School District

» Fielding Dates May 27, to June 3, 2025

» Interview Length 25 minutes

» Sample Size n=505

» Margin of Error + 4.33% total sample (+ 6.14% split samples)

The data have been weighted to reflect the actual population characteristics of likely voters i the Page 4

Redwood City Elementary School District in terms of their gender, age, and political party type, among other variables. June 2025
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Q1. Favorability Rating of the Job RCESD is

Doing to Provide a Quality Education

DK/NA
18.2%

Very
unfavorable
7.3%

Somewhat
unfavorable
14.0%

5/24 Survey 2/22 Survey 2/19 Survey

11/24 Voters 11/22 Voters 11/20 Voters
Total Favorable 45.4% 52.6% 32.3%
Total Unfavorable 30.6% 28.0% 37.1%
Ratio Fav to Unfav 1.49 1.88 87

Very favorable
21.5%

Somewhat
favorable

39.0%
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Q2. Favorability Rating of the District’s

Management of Public Funds

DK/NA Very favorable
26.8% 12.8%

Very
unfavorable Somewhat
10.2% favorable
35.2%
Somewhat
unfavorable
15.0%
5/24 Survey 2/22 Survey 2/19 Survey
11/24 \oters 11/22 Voters 11/20 Voters
Total Favorable 33.7% 36.9% 27.3%
Total Unfavorable 35.4% 34.2% 34.2%
Ratio Fav to Unfav 0.95 1.08 .80 Page 7
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Q3. Agreement With Statement That District

Needs Additional Funding

Strongly
disagree
10.8%

DK/NA
14.4%

Strongly agree
35.9%

Somewhat
disagree
11.0% Somewhat agree
28.0%

5/24 Survey 2/22 Survey

11/24 Voters 11/22 Voters
Total Agree 57.7% 60.6%
Total Disagree 25.2% 24.8%
Ratio Agr to Disagr 2.29 2.44
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Q4. Uninformed Support for Parcel Tax

Measure — 17.5 Cents / Square Foot

Definitely No
15.2%

Definitely Yes
32.6%

DK/NA

11.0%
Probably Yes

30.8%

Probably No
10.3%

Total Support
63.4%

To maintain excellent education for
Redwood City Elementary School
District students by

* preserving science, technology,
and math instruction;

e attracting and retaining highly
qualified teachers and counselors;

* supporting reading and writing
programs;

* protecting quality arts and music
programs; and

* maintaining manageable class
sizes;

shall Redwood City Elementary
School District’s measure be adopted,
levying 17.5¢ per building square foot,
$25/ unimproved parcel, providing
$14,300,000 annually, until ended by
voters, with independent citizens’
oversight, senior citizen exemptions,
no funds for administrators, with all
funds staying local?
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Q5. Uninformed Support for Parcel Tax

Measure — 5.5 Cents / Square Foot

Definitely No

17.4% To maintain excellent education for

Redwood City Elementary School

Definitely Yes District students by
26.8%
* preserving science, technology,

and math instruction;

e attracting and retaining highly
DK/NA qualified teachers and counselors;

12.2% Probably Yes .

32.7% supporting reading and writing

programs;
* protecting quality arts and music
programs; and

Probably No

* maintaining manageable class
10.9% Total Support

59.5% sizes;

shall Redwood City Elementary
School District’s measure be adopted,
levying 5.5¢ per building square foot,
$25/ unimproved parcel, providing
$4,500,000 annually, until ended by
voters, with independent citizens’
oversight, senior citizen exemptions,
no funds for administrators, with all
funds staying local?

Page 10
June 2025




Q6. Features of the Measure |

]

6i. Maintain hands-on science classes 111 76.9%
6d. Attract and retain qualified teachers and counselors _ 1.10
6a. Preserve science, technology, engineering and math - 1.09
instruction
6b. Support quality reading and writing programs - 1.07 -
] Q
=N
6j. Provide math and science enrichment _ 1.04
6¢c. Maintain manageable class sizes - 1.02
6f. Protect quality arts and music programs - 0.95
6k. Maintain literacy programs - 0.91 70.2%
< | 7
-2 -1 0 1
Much Less Somewhat Somewhat Much More
Likely Less Likely More Likely Likely
Note: The above rating questions have been abbreviated for charting purposes, and responses were recoded to calculate mean scores: Page 11

“Much More Likely” = +2, “Somewhat More Likely” = +1, “No Effect” = 0, “Somewhat Less Likely” = -1, and “Much Less Likely” = -2. June 2025




Q6. Features of the Measure |l

6e. Maintain school library programs 70.1%
6h. Provide updated instructional materials
=
6n. Enhance school counseling programs, including @
support for student mental health N
6m. Enhance school counseling programs, including - 0.75
support for student social and emotional wellbeing
6g. Provide equitable technology instruction for all 0.74 66.4%
students
-
6l. Provide after school programs 0.69 64.6% o
w
1 1 1
-2 -1 0 1 2
Much Less Somewhat Somewhat  Much More
Likely Less Likely More Likely Likely
Note: The above rating questions have been abbreviated for charting purposes, and responses were recoded to calculate mean scores: Page 12
“Much More Likely” = +2, “Somewhat More Likely” = +1, “No Effect” = 0, “Somewhat Less Likely” = -1, and “Much Less Likely” = -2. June 2025




Q7. Informational Statements |

7w. Every penny from this measure will benefit H 1.23
Redwood City elementary and middle schools, be.. 74.3%
7p. The measure ensures that large businesses and — 1.23
large building owners pay their fair share
7h. Having a great teacher in the classroom is the most — 1.20
important element of providing a quality education....
7r. None of the money can be taken by the U.S. — 1.19 -
Government or the State of California o
_ -
7a. By law, no money from this measure can be used — 115 =
for administrator salaries or pensions
7n. The measure will help prevent additional layoffs of — 114
dozens of highly qualified teachers and school staff
7x. Every penny from this measure will benefit _ 114
Redwood City elementary, middle and charter...
7b. This measure continues funding for critical basic _ 113 72.7%
programs, including math, science, reading and writing |/ —
0 1 2
No Effect Somewhat Much More
More Likely Likely
Note: The above rating questions have been abbreviated for charting purposes, and responses were recoded to calculate mean scores: Page 13

“Much More Likely” = +2, “Somewhat More Likely” = +1, and “No Effect” = 0. June 2025




Q7. Informational Statements Il

71. Many local teachers are struggling with the high cost
of housing in our area. Without this measure, we risk
losing some of our great teachers to less expensive...

71.4%

7c. This measure requires citizens' oversight and
reports to the community to ensure the funds are spent
as promised

7s. The funds raised by this measure cannot be
impacted by the Federal Department of Government
Efficiency or DOGE

7m. The measure will help provide competitive
compensation for teachers and school employees to
account for rapidly increasing cost of living

7q. If the measure fails the District will have to cut _ 1.11

P.JU0D | Jal]

programs for children across the district

7t. Given the uncertainty surrounding the U.S.
Department of Education, the measure is critical to
ensuring our children continue to receive the best..

7k. The Redwood City Elementary School District has
award winning teachers. This measure will help retain
teachers by providing them with the resources they... e d

0 1 2
No Effect Somewhat Much More
More Likely Likely

1.10 72.1%

Note: The above rating questions have been abbreviated for charting purposes, and responses were recoded to calculate mean scores: Page 14
“Much More Likely” = +2, “Somewhat More Likely” = +1, and “No Effect” = 0. June 2025




Q7. Informational Statements llI

7j. Redwood City is losing some of our best teachers

1.07 68.29
and school employees to other nearby school... &

79g. The science and technology programs funded by 1.06
this measure prepare our students to be successful...

7e. The measure will ensure Redwood City Elementary 1.06
School District children have access to the same...

panuijuod | Ja1|

7i. We can't rely on the state or federal government to 1.06
protect the top quality education we expect from our...

7f. The quality of local elementary and middle schools 1.03
contributes to the value of our homes. Good schools...

7v. The measure will cost less than $2.00 a week to 1.03
ensure a 21st century education for our students

7d. This measure provides an exemption for senior 1.02
citizens, so that it is not a burden to those living on a..

70. The measure will enable the District to restore vital |1 01
programs and services impacted by previous budget...

(AR R

7u. The measure will cost less than $6.10 a week to 0.91 55.7%
=z
1

ensure a 21st century education for our students |/

0 2
No Effect Somewhat Much More

More Likely Likely

Note: The above rating questions have been abbreviated for charting purposes, and responses were recoded to calculate mean scores: Page 15
“Much More Likely” = +2, “Somewhat More Likely” = +1, and “No Effect” = 0. June 2025




Q8. Interim Support for Parcel Tax Measure —

17.5 Cents / Square Foot

To maintain excellent education
for Redwood City Elementary
73 _2% School District students by

* preserving science,
technology, and math instruction;

» attracting and retaining highly

Interim 33.6% WA 13.8% 4.3% qualified teachers and
Test counselors;

e supporting reading and writing
programs;

* protecting quality arts and
music programs; and

63.4%

* maintaining manageable class
sizes;

shall Redwood City Elementary
School District's measure be
15.2% 11.0% adopted, levying 17.5¢ per
building square foot, $25/
unimproved parcel, providing
$14,300,000 annually, until ended

by voters, with independent
citizens’ oversight, senior citizen
exemptions, no funds for

0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100% adm.inistrators, with all funds
staying local?

Initial Test

B Definitely Yes BEProbably Yes OProbably No EDefinitely No BEDK/NA
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Q9. Interim Support for Parcel Tax Measure —

5.5 Cents / Square Foot

To maintain excellent education
for Redwood City Elementary
68_4% School District students by

* preserving science,
technology, and math instruction;

» attracting and retaining highly

Interim 15.9% 6.0% qualified teachers and
Test counselors;

e supporting reading and writing
programs;

* protecting quality arts and
music programs; and

59.5%

* maintaining manageable class
sizes;

shall Redwood City Elementary
School District's measure be
17.4% 12.2% adopted, levying 5.5¢ per building
square foot, $25/ unimproved
parcel, providing $4,500,000
annually, until ended by voters,

with independent citizens’
oversight, senior citizen
exemptions, no funds for

0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100% adm.inistrators, with all funds
staying local?

Initial Test

B Definitely Yes BEProbably Yes OProbably No EDefinitely No BEDK/NA
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Q10. Critical Statements

10h. This measure does not have an expiration date and
will go on forever. We shouldn’t vote for any measure...

10e. The measure will more than double the amount of the
current school parcel tax

10c. With residents and businesses struggling with
continuing inflation, including high gas and grocery..

10d. The city and county have increased sales taxes and
the elementary school and high school districts...

10g. The District has enough taxpayer money already, -
they just need to manage their budget more efficiently

10b. Given the economic uncertainty of tariffs, inflation,
high interest rates, state budget cuts, and a looming...

10a. Salaries of school district employees increase
automatically each year based on their union contracts...

10j. Don't be fooled, the average homeowner will pay $100
a year and people with homes larger than the average...

10i. Don't be fooled, the average homeowner will pay $315
a year and people with homes larger than the average...

10f. It's the State of California's job to fund education. It

0.79

0.77

0.77

0.77

0.73

0.70

0.63

0.63

0.62

0.61

47.7%

39.7%

| 4911

should not be placed on the backs of local property...

L

&

-~

0

No Effect

1
Somewhat

More Likely

Note: The above rating questions have been abbreviated for charting purposes, and responses were recoded to calculate mean scores:

“Much More Likely” = +2, “Somewhat More Likely” = +1, and “No Effect” = 0.

2

Much More

Likely
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Q11. Informed Support for Parcel Tax

Measure — 17.5 Cents / Square Foot

To maintain excellent education
for Redwood City Elementary
66_5% School District students by

* preserving science,
technology, and math instruction;

» attracting and retaining highly

Informed 15.2% 7.1% qualified teachers and
Test counselors;

e supporting reading and writing
programs;

* protecting quality arts and
music programs; and

63.4%

* maintaining manageable class
sizes;

shall Redwood City Elementary
School District's measure be
15.2% 11.0% adopted, levying 17.5¢ per
building square foot, $25/
unimproved parcel, providing
$14,300,000 annually, until ended

by voters, with independent
citizens’ oversight, senior citizen
exemptions, no funds for

0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100% adm.inistrators, with all funds
staying local?

Initial Test

B Definitely Yes BEProbably Yes OProbably No EDefinitely No BEDK/NA
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Q12. Support for Alternative 10 Cents / Square

Foot Parcel Tax Measure

Definitely No
14.6%

DK/NA
71%

Probably No
10.7%

Definitely Yes
43.1%

Probably Yes
24.5%

Total Support
67.6%

INSTEAD of assessing 17.5¢ per
building square foot annually, what if
the measure to maintain excellent
education for Redwood City
Elementary School District students
including, preserving science,
technology, and math instruction;
attracting and retaining highly
qualified teachers and counselors;
supporting reading and writing
programs; protecting quality arts and
music programs; and maintaining
manageable class sizes assessed 10¢
per building square foot annually?
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Q13. Informed Support for Parcel Tax

Measure — 5.5 Cents / Square Foot

To maintain excellent education
for Redwood City Elementary
62_9% School District students by

* preserving science,
technology, and math instruction;

» attracting and retaining highly

Informed 18.3% 5.9% qualified teachers and
Test counselors;

e supporting reading and writing
programs;

* protecting quality arts and
music programs; and

59.5%

* maintaining manageable class
sizes;

shall Redwood City Elementary
School District's measure be
17.4% 12.2% adopted, levying 5.5¢ per building
square foot, $25/ unimproved
parcel, providing $4,500,000
annually, until ended by voters,

with independent citizens’
oversight, senior citizen
exemptions, no funds for

0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100% adm.inistrators, with all funds
staying local?

Initial Test

B Definitely Yes BEProbably Yes OProbably No EDefinitely No BEDK/NA
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Q14. Support for Alternative 8 Year Parcel Tax

Measure

Definitely No

INSTEAD of until ended by voters,
16.2% Hne e

what if the measure to maintain high-
quality education for Redwood City
School District students, including,
preserving science, technology, and
math instruction; attracting and
retaining highly qualified teacher and
counselors; supporting reading and
writing programs; protecting quality
Probably Yes arts and music programs; and

271.9% maintaining manageable class sizes
was assessed for just 8 years?

Definitely Yes
37.4%

DK/NA
7.5%

Probably No
11.0%

Total Support
65.3%
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Q15. Opinion on Future Economy

DK’L“A Better
71% 16.6%

5/24 Survey

11/24 Voters
Better 24 .4%
About the Same 40.5%
Worse 25.6%

About the same
30.1%
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Tc/\/ Recommendations

Begin planning steps to place square footage parcel tax
on an upcoming ballot, with emphasis on the following
structural components:

17.5 cents per square foot
Consideration of cap on rate
Consideration of a sunset

Target June 2, 2026 Primary Election
(March 6, 2026 qualification deadline)

Educate and inform your community about your
funding needs and seek input on potential measure
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TC/\/ Parcel Tax Planning Timeline

We’'re here

Feasibility Au._uarfzness Measure Indeper}dent
Building Development Campaign

Voter Survey Consensus Building Ballot Question Fundraising
Election Timing Non-aduvocacy Tax rate Mail & digital ads
Tax Structure Communications Term Endorsements
Tax Rate Internal/external Rate cap? Lawn Signs
Political stakeholders Resolution Texting
Landscape Community feedback Get Out the Vote

March 6, 2026 is the deadline to qualify for the ballot.
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